Name_____________________________

Date_________________ Period_____


6-Word Memoir Project
Part 1

Rumor has it that Earnest Heming way once had to write a short story in just six words. What he ended up with was this: “For sale: Baby shoes, never worn.” SMITH Magazine, an online publication dedicated to fostering creativity and writing, was founded in 2006.  The magazine called for all writers, both novice and professional, both known and unknown, to submit a 6-word memoir. They received thousands of submissions and published their favorites in a series of books. The following memoirs are from I Can’t Keep My Own Secrets: 6 Word Memoirs by Teens Famous and Obscure. 
“Met online; love before first sight.”—Chris S.
 “You’re the parent. Act like one.”—Lily M.

“I just want to feel infinite.”—Phoebe G.

“Money’s tight; thankfully, imagination is free.”—Vanessa E.

“I seriously love school bean burritos.”—Kenna J.

“Mom just revoked my creative license.”—Nur A.

“They screamed ‘nobody.’ I believed them.”—Andrew C.

“Living my dream; please send money.”—Brittany L.

“I like to fix broken things.”—Rachel T.

“Contemplated joining circus. Foolishly chose college.”—Sally C.

“Can’t stop taking pictures of myself.”—Kacy K.

“Exaggeration is the spice of life.”—Eve G.

“I always imagine clowns without makeup.”—   Visala A. 

“Aspiration: colonize Mars. You’re not invited.”—Jordan H.

“I’d rather be eating a cheeseburger.”—Zoe R.
“I will be that cat lady.”—Rolynda T.

“In love with my best friend’s boyfriend.”—Elizabeth F.

 “Dreams too big for this town . . .”—Megan M.

“I plan on breaking her heart.”—Neil C.
“I never got my Hogwarts letter.”—Deanna H.

“I’m still scared of a B-plus.”—Carmel B.

“I live bigger than your labels.”—Samantha N.

“And all I wanted were doughnuts.”—Kari D.

“I am almost always missing something.”—Nina F.

“Finally learned ‘weird’ is a compliment.”—   Teegan E.

“Googled what he called me. Ouch.”—Emily L.

 “Wish I could color outside lines.”—Samantha S.

“Defined by numbers: age, weight, SATs.”—  Jocelyn P.

“Stole sign warning not to steal.”—Jill D.

“A time machine would be nice.”—Kelsey W.

“Sister of five. Still so lonely.”—Emily C.

“Always listening, but never really heard.”—    Agnes T.
“Slowly becoming everything I hate.”—Julia D.

“Girls like giant fighting robots, too.”—Shawna F.
“Late to school every single day.”—Mindy T.

“Found out I had cancer. Damn.”—Cornelius L.

“Me plus brother equals total disaster.”—Zachary M.

“Hair’s pink to piss you off.”—Stephanie N.

“Wrote a song. Not for you.”—Ethan H.

“Family night is secretly my favorite.”—Lindsey D.

“Waiting indefinitely for life to begin.”—Jocelyn P.

“Freshman: first love. Sophomore: first heartbreak.”—Rosalie A.
“Super powers would make things easier.”—    Steven W.
“I tried to conform. It backfired.”—Charmaine T.

“Maps make the journey less interesting.”—McAllister C.

“Views on life,  love, universe: TBA.”—Charlotte T.
“Laughed at all the wrong moments.”—Kierra B.

“We are banned from Wal-Mart forever.”—Kristin S.

“I filled my awkwardness quota today.”—Maggie A.

“Premature midlife crisis at age seventeen.”—  Aquila A.

“I’m too afraid to be myself.”—Marissa K.
“I lied so you wouldn’t worry.”—Jordan S.
“I hate being the poor one.”—Morgan Y.

“Want to jump, afraid to fall.”—Johannah W.

“Insert melodramatic cliché-teen ick here.”—   Jordan E.
“My life story: to be continued.”—Cassie H.

“My diary is read by everyone.”—Taylor Swift

“ I’m an Etch A Sketch, shaking.”—Lee Weinsoff
Your Assignment:
1. “For Sale: baby shoes, never worn.” The success of Ernest Hemingway’s story lies in the multiple questions and possible meanings that lie between the lines. What do you think is the story behind his memoir?

2. Mark three memoirs that you liked most. Compare your list with a partner. Tell your partner what you liked about these three memoirs.
3. Put a star by any memoir that you think could be describing you.

4. Now start writing your OWN 6-word memoir. On another piece of paper, start brainstorming ideas, and come up with at least 3 or 4 drafts of different 6 word memoirs for your life.

