
Analyze Anything!

Now that you’ve practiced honing your analysis skills, YOU will choose the next thing to analyze. You will be analyzing ANYTHING for this assignment.  Pick something that interests you to analyze for this paper:

A movie, a novel, a specific television show episode, a specific sporting event, a piece of art, a song, a music video, a picture book, a television commercial, a magazine ad, a photo, or anything else. 

Step one: observe
· Notice patterns, interesting moments, important aspects, and significant details.
· Write down the things you see, hear, or read.

· Notice colors, camera angles, lighting, specific choices, people, clothing, placement, sounds, music, and how they all work together.

Step two: interpret and connect
This is the “So What?” step of the analysis process. Now that you’ve observed what is there, think about what EFFECT those things have on the overall piece. 

· How did the writing/drawing/playing/etc. contribute to the piece overall? 
· Why did the author/coach/artist/director make the choices he/she made? 
· Why were those interesting and important moments actually interesting and important?
· What effect did those interesting or important things have on the piece or the viewer?
Step three: Write!
1. Your paper will start with a SUMMARY of your chosen “text”—describe it in enough detail that your readers will understand it if they haven’t seen/heard it (1 or 2 paragraphs).  

2. Then, add 3 paragraphs of ANALYSIS—this is where you explain how and what effect those different aspects of your piece have.  
Be sure to use MLA format!

Title your paper with your name, period, and “Analysis Paper” and share with me on Google Docs.

