Argument Paper 

Step 2: Writing the Rough Draft

1. Format for an Introduction:

a) Write about three to four sentences that allow you to immediately introduce your topic.  These sentences should be general statements that will tell your reader the central focus of your essay.

b) Provide about two sentences that show both two sides to the argument. 
c) State your thesis in one clear sentence.  Your thesis will tell the reader your stand on the issue that you are writing about.  The thesis will also tell the reader three specific reasons why you feel the way you do about your topic. The thesis is the last sentence of this paragraph.
Sample Introduction for an Argumentative Essay:

Note: In this sample introduction, and in all the other sample paragraphs, I provide the lower case letters to clearly illustrate the above format.  Use the letters as a checklist when you are writing your own essay.

(a) Many cultures believe in arranged marriages.  Arranged marriages usually exist in the country of these cultures, such as India and Japan.  Many of these cultures bring this practice of arranged marriages to the United States, and they pressure their American-raised children into marriages with people whom the children do not love.  (b) There are some people who believe that arranged marriages can create lasting and loving relationships. On the other hand, this type of marriage can cause many problems for the couple involved. (c) Arranged marriages should not exist in the United States because of freedom of choice, the possibility of depression, and the conflict of culture American-born children feel.
2. Format for the 1st Body Paragraph:

(a) Start your paragraph with a topic sentence that states the first reason in your thesis statement. 

(b) Then write three to four sentences that provide an explanation of your first reason.  Your explanation should tell the reader why you believe in this reason, or why this reason makes you feel the way you do about your main topic.

(c) Write a three to four sentence specific example that illustrates your explanation of your first reason. (This is your evidence!) This example can be about you, someone you know, something you read (researched), something you watched, or something you witnessed.
(d) Seal off your paragraph with one closing sentence about this first reason.

Sample of a 1st Body Paragraph:

 (a) First, arranged marriages in the United States should not be allowed because it takes away the freedom that America has to offer.  (b) Every person in America has the right to choose what he/she wants to do and whom he/she wants to be with.  If people are forced into marriages, regardless of their culture, then it goes against everything that America stands for, which is freedom of choice.  (c) For example, I have a friend who is part of the Indian culture, but he is American raised.  Although his parents live in America, they still forced my friend into a marriage against his free will.  The freedom that America offers did not apply to his parents, and my friend did not have the chance to experience the freedom that my other friends and I got to experience. (d) America is a land of freedom, but arranged marriages take that freedom away, and everyone who lives here should be able to experience that freedom. 

3. Format for the 2nd Body Paragraph:

(a) This paragraph is formatted like body paragraph one. You will start by writing a topic sentence that states your second reason from your thesis. Start this paragraph with a transitional word or phrase.

(b) Then write a three to four sentence explanation of this reason.

(c) Write another specific example that is about three to four sentences long, and make sure that this example is different from the example that you used in body paragraph one.

(d) Provide one closing sentence.
Sample 2nd Body Paragraph:

(a) Furthermore, arranged marriages should not exist in America because they can cause depression for the couple involved.  (b)When a person is with someone he or she does not naturally love, the chances of becoming unhappy increase.  People who are consistently unhappy often become depressed.  Depression prevents them from living a mentally and physically healthy life.  (c) To illustrate, my next-door neighbors have an arranged marriage.  The wife explained to my mother that she is very depressed because she did not marry someone she loved. Before the marriage, she felt happy and well-adjusted, as well as hopeful about her future.  As a result of her depression, she never leaves the house, and she always looks frail when we see her.  (d) Perhaps if my neighbor had been given the choice to marry someone she loved, she would not be in this depressed state.
4. Format for the 3rd Body Paragraph:

(a) Starting with another transition word or phrase, you will explain your third reason from your thesis in a topic sentence. 
(b) Then you will provide the explanation of your reason. This explanation will look similar to your first and second body paragraphs.

(c) Write a third example that differs from your first and second body paragraphs, but make sure that this example is similar in length and supports your third explanation.

(d) Write one final sentence that will allow you to close off the paragraph.

Sample 3rd Body Paragraph:

(a) A final reason arranged marriages should not be allowed in America is because many American-born children of immigrants find themselves torn between two cultures. (b) Their parents have come from a country where arranged marriages are standard and expected. Their children, however, have grown up in America and have adopted many American ideals and beliefs. Women especially struggle between showing love and respect to their parents’ traditions with living a modern American lifestyle. (c) In the article, “Arranged Marriage: Trapped Between Two Cultures,” Tarabay describes a young Muslim woman, Sandhu, who has been in America since she was five-years-old, but her parents want her to marry an older man from Pakistan. Although she respects her parents' traditions, she is frustrated with the expectations of potential marriage partners. She feels more connected to her American identity than her native culture. (d) Pushing arranged marriage onto children who were raised in America puts a lot of undue pressure on them, as well as potentially creating future unhappiness.
5. Format for a Conclusion:

(a) In about two sentences, re-state your thesis statement, which is letter “c” from your introduction. However, make sure that you rephrase your wording.

(b) Provide your reader with one to two intelligent thoughts regarding your overall topic and argument that gives a reasonable conclusion to your ideas.
Sample Conclusion:

(a) In conclusion, there may be specific reasons why arranged marriages exist; however, it appears that many problems arise when they are pursued in America. Arranged marriages can prevent freedom of choice, cause depression, and cause conflict for children raised in America with parents from different cultures. (b) America offers many choices, and one of those choices should include allowing people to choose whom they will spend the rest of their lives with.  Arranged marriages in America create more problems than they solve.

