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Text





World/Other Literature





Reader





What other characters—in a book or movie—would you compare the main characters, Valerie and Nick, to? Why?





What characteristics do you share with the main character(s)?





How does Nick relate to Hamlet’s character?





In what ways are teenagers in other countries similar to American teens? In what ways are they different?





Why does Valerie feel alienated and how is that related to what many of today’s teens feel? Include in your answer a discussion of the extent to which you do or don’t share these same feelings and why. (Write your answer on the back of this page.) 7 pts





What is Valerie’s major conflict after the shooting?





Have you ever felt frustrated or fed up with a situation at school, work, or with your friends? How did you resolve your problem or conflict? How do you wish you had resolved it?
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