


Active Reading

Pride and Prejudice Chapters 1–12
The relationships between the major characters in the novel are introduced in these first chapters. Some of these relationships are well established when the novel begins; others are just developing. As you read Chapters 1–7, complete the diagram below. Write one or two words that describe each character. Then describe the attitudes that the characters connected by arrows have toward each other.
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Responding

Pride and Prejudice Chapters 1–12
Personal Response
Do you think Elizabeth’s first impression of Darcy was justified? Before you answer, review the list you made for the Focus Activity on page 12.
Analyzing Literature
Recall and Interpret
1. At the first ball, what facts does the narrator give about Darcy? How do the guests per- ceive him? What is Elizabeth’s first impression of him? Why?

2. Who is Charlotte Lucas? What comment does she make about Jane? What do you suppose is the reason behind such a comment?

3. At Sir William Lucas’s gathering, how does Darcy act around Elizabeth? At Netherfield, what are their conversations like?


Responding

Pride and Prejudice Chapters 1–12
Analyzing Literature (continued)
Evaluate and Connect
4. Why, do you think, is Darcy attracted to Elizabeth? What appealing qualities does she have?

5. Charlotte Lucas says, “Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance.” What does this statement reveal about her? Do you agree with her statement? Explain.

Literature and Writing
A Funny Relationship
Mr. Bennet and Mrs. Bennet are a source of much humor in the early chapters of the novel. How would you describe the Bennets’ marriage? Is it an example of a happy marriage? Why might Austen have opened the novel by sketching their relationship? 
Vocabulary in Context
Write at least 5 more vocabulary words you were unfamiliar with as you read. Be sure to include the page number where you found the word, along with the definition of the word.
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