


Before You Read
Pride and Prejudice Chapters 13–24
When someone says something good or bad about another person, do you tend to believe what you’ve heard?

Quickwrite
Describe on paper a time when you received “hearsay” information about another person. How did you decide whether to believe the person who spread the information?

Setting a Purpose
Read about Elizabeth and the new information she receives about Darcy.

BACKGROUND
Did You Know?
This section introduces one of Austen’s comic creations, the Reverend Mr. Collins. During Austen’s time, clergy in the Church of England increasingly came from the upper middle class. The occupation was viewed as a learned and prestigious profession, providing a moderate income.
After being ordained, or certified as a minister, following a period of study, a clergyman in the Church of England was given a living, meaning a house and job, in a church district, or parish. The minister was called a parson and his house, which was usually modest but comfortable, the parsonage. In some parishes, as in the case of Mr. Collins, a wealthy landowner might become a financial sponsor, or patron, of the local church. As you read, notice how Mr. Collins is closely linked with his patron, the intimidating Lady Catherine de Bourgh.

Plot and Subplots
Elizabeth and Darcy are clearly at the center of the main plot in Pride and Prejudice. A closely related subplot—involving Bingley and Elizabeth’s sister Jane—has already been introduced. In the next section of the novel, Austen develops two more subplots that both complicate and advance the main action of the story. One subplot introduces a charming young soldier named George Wickham. Like Darcy, Wickham makes a strong first impression on Elizabeth. The other subplot involves the pretentious clergyman

Mr. Collins, a distant relative of the Bennets who will inherit their home, known as Longbourn, after Mr. Bennet dies. As you read, think about how Austen interweaves these two subplots with the main action. How do they add an element of suspense to the plot? How do they affect the mood of the story? How do they deepen the reader’s understanding of the two main characters, Elizabeth and Darcy?

VOCABULARY PREVIEW
abominable adj. deserving scorn; hateful 

condescend v. to assume a superior manner 

dissemble v. to hide; to disguise

imprudent   adj. unwise

incredulous adj.  unbelieving; skeptical
lament  v.  to express sorrow or regret 

pompous  adj.   pretentious;  overly  dignified
Active Reading

Pride and Prejudice Chapters 13–24
The pace of the novel quickens as two subplots unfold. One subplot concerns Elizabeth and Wickham, the other concerns Elizabeth and Mr. Collins. As you read, use the chart below to analyze why the various characters think or act as they do. To analyze their motives or reasons, think about what the character  says about himself or herself as well as what others have to say about the character.

M r. Collins decides to propose to one of the Bennet daughters



because



he wants to make u p for inheriting Longbourn in their place but also thinks one of them would make a suitable wife.

Wickham does not have warm

feelings for Darc y
because
Bingley’s sister, Caroline, disap-

proves of Wickham
because
Jane believes Darcy could not have

mistreated Wickham
because
At the Netherfield ball, Elizabeth is

embarrassed by her family
because
M r. Collins does not accept
Elizabeth’s rejection of his proposal
because
Charlotte accepts Mr. Collins’s
proposal
because
Nearly everyone adopts a low 

opinon of Darcy

because
Name  --------------------------------------------------------
Date -------------------------
Class -----------------
Responding

Pride and Prejudice Chapters 13–24
Personal Response
Which scene or chapter in this section did you most enjoy? Why?

Analyzing Literature
Recall and Interpret
1. When Wickham and Elizabeth first meet, what report does Wickham give Elizabeth about Darcy? What second impression does Wickham make on her? What is your impression of Wickham?

2. How does Elizabeth respond to Mr. Collins’s proposal? What does her response reveal about her character?

3. What event leaves Jane feeling downcast? Why is Elizabeth angry at Bingley, his sisters, and Darcy?

Responding

Pride and Prejudice Chapters 13–24
Analyzing Literature (continued)
Evaluate and Connect
4. How does Wickham’s story deepen Elizabeth’s prejudice against Darcy? Before you answer, review your response to the Focus Activity on page 16.
5. Do you share Elizabeth’s shock at Charlotte’s engagement to Mr. Collins? Explain.

Literature and Writing
Summary
Summarize the two subplots involving Wickham and Elizabeth, and Mr. Collins and

Elizabeth. Review the chart you completed in the Active Reading on page 17. Explain how the actions of Wickham and Mr. Collins advance the main plot. How do their actions help us learn more about the main character, Elizabeth?
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