Writing a Narrative: Urban Legends
An urban legend is a secondhand story told as true and just plausible enough to be believed about some horrific, embarrassing, ironic, or exasperating series of events that supposedly happened to a real person.
After reading and sharing different urban legends with the class, you will write your own urban legend. You have two choices for your story:

1) Write an original urban legend.

2) Write your story based on an urban legend you have heard before or discussed in class.

· You can rely on as little or as much material in the urban legend given to you as you like.

· You can change any detail and add any detail to make it a better story.

· You can choose to make the ending positive or funny, but it must aim to make the readers scared.

As you write your story, you will need to meet the following criteria:

· At least 3 typed pages

· Follow MLA guidelines for format (see example on handout)

· Include all components of plot structure: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution

· Use either first person OR third person (not both). Be sure NOT to use 2nd person (you, your, etc.)
· Use past OR present tense. Make sure your story stays consistently in that tense.

· Use figurative language to create a descriptive atmosphere. Try to make use of all of the five senses.

· Use at least one example of each of the types of figurative language we have studied in class: simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, and paradox.

Due Dates:

Planning sheets – Due Mon. Oct. 28 (A classes) or Tues. Oct. 29 (B classes)
First Drafts – Due Wed. Oct. 30 (A classes) or Thurs. Oct 31 (B classes)
Final Drafts – Due Fri. Nov. 1 (A classes) or Mon. Nov. 4 (B classes)
